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sary to Prussia, was not yet come; and that it was
necessary to consolidate, etc., etc. All this was very
serious, very sensible, and very circumstantial.

The Oriental system, Russia, Poland, Courland, all
passed in review.

They still have their fears concerning1 the Oriental
system; that is to say, concerning the part that we
might take. They seem to believe that Russia will never
powerfully second the Emperor, except in support of the
Oriental system, and whatever may contribute to its
success. Poland is to reconstruct. We remitted speaking
of it, as well as of Courland. Suddenly, and by a very
abrupt transition (it seems to me he employs transitions
to surprise the secrets of those with whom he converses,
and on whom he earnestly fixes his eyes while he listens),
he asked what I meant to do at Berlin. (< Complete my
knowledge of the North,J) answered I, <( which I have had
little opportunity of studying, except at that city; since
Vienna and Petersburg are to me forbidden places. And
who knows ? We always presume on our own powers.
It may be hoped that, the subject being so grand, the
soul may elevate the genius. I, perhaps, shall dare to
snatch the portrait of Caesar from the daubers who are
so eager to besmear. * This answer seemed satisfactory.
I found it easy to interlard my discourse with agreeable
compliments. I told him he had rather conquered than
vanquished us; that we regarded the fate of Germany as
resting on his shoulders, etc., etc.; and that, therefore,
the design of writing the most brilliant history of the
age in which I lived had placed me, even before I was
acquainted with him, in the rank of one of his most
ardent admirers. I know not whether he did or did not
believe that I solely occupied myself with literature; but
the supposition that I shall write history will perhaps
render him more accessible to me, and acquire me more
of his confidence; for he appears to possess the. love,
and even the jealousy, of fame to the utmost de-
gree.

I am pressed by the courier because, not having
quitted the Court all yesterday, I could not write before
this morning; and the courier departs at eleven o'clockwhich, perhaps, still was neces-
